
FUND-RAISING DAY FOR SPARKS FAMILY:  I have never been prouder of 

our students and families as when I gave Shannon Sparks a letter Thursday night 

informing her that the ICS had raised $1,117.94 to help with her husband Robbie’s 

medical expenses. 

 

It was gratifying to see the community room at the Irvington Presbyterian Church 

filled with 400 Irvington neighbors pulling together for one of their own, and to see 

six of our high-school students there to help with the table service. 

 

The project was also a good teaching moment, giving us the opportunity to remind 

our students about community and the importance of taking care of each other. 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in this effort.  If you would like to help any 

further, we will still accept donations at the front desk for the Sparks family. 

 

VISITS & PARTICIPATION:  It’s been a busy month or so for the ICS.  A lot of 

good things have been going on in and out of the school building. 

 

Yesterday, we were visited by the Indiana Pacers’ Read to Achieve program, by 

which the Pacers send community members to read to school children.  Our 1
st
 and 

2
nd

 graders were visited by Terri Stacy of WIBC radio, Trisha Shepherd of WRTV-6, 

Dave Calabro of Channel 13 Sports, and two officers of the Indianapolis Metropolitan 

Police Department, who read stories to the students. 

 

This was followed by a visit from Bowser, one of the Pacers’ Mascots, who passed 

out prizes of Pacers “stuff” and a reading kit that included a small book and a pledge 

card for lifelong reading. 

 

Just before Christmas Break, the legislators who sit on the state budget committee, the 

state budget director, and a select group of the state’s fiscal analysts toured the school 

and then met with Mr. Nidiffer and me.  This group is visiting key schools across the 

state to review school budgetary and funding issues, and the ICS was chosen to 

represent charter schools. 

 

The members were impressed with what has been accomplished at the ICS, including 

its new building and the grounds, and they were extremely impressed with our ability 

to achieve so much on a fiscally conservative budget.  It was a privilege to meet and 

talk with these important members of Indiana’s government. 

 

Ball State University’s Office of Charter Schools has set up a panel called the Critical 

Friends Group to advise them on policies and procedures concerning their schools.  I 

was pleased to be asked to join eight other charter-school representatives from around 

the state in participating in this new effort. 

 

Tomorrow, I will be hosting at our school another group on which I have served for 

the past year, a focus group for the Center for School Innovation, headed by Dr. Roy 

Weaver, dean of the Teachers’ College at Ball State University.  The group’s goal is 

to develop a certificate program for school leaders, specifically people who work in 

charter schools who may want to strengthen their skills without having to go through 

a lengthy and expensive traditional master’s degree program.   

 

All of these events are votes of confidence for our school, and we should all be proud 

of the recognition for the ICS, its faculty, and, especially, its students! 

 

 

 

 

MARKET DAY:  Don’t forget, Market Day pick-up is tonight, from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m., in the ICS gymnasium. 

C O N T A C T  I N F O  
 

ACADEMIC:   
Mrs. Pryor  
357-5359x127 
dpryor@ics-charter.org 

 
BEHAVIOR 
Mrs. Harmeyer 
357.5359x114 
rharmeyer@ics-charter.org 

 
BILLING/STATEMENTS 
Mrs. Sum 
357.3770x1010 
csum@ics-charter.org 

 
CLIENT SERVICES 
Mr. Mulherin 
357.5359x132 
tmulherin@ics-charter.org 

 
FRONT OFFICE 
Mrs. Neal 
357.5359 
vneal@ics-charter.org 

 
NURSING 
Mrs. Robeson 
357.5359x133 
brobeson@ics-charter.org 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Mrs. McLaughlan 
357.5359x136 
kmcglaughlan@ics-charter.org 

 
STUDENT SERVICES 
Mrs. Allen 
357.5359x138 
lallen@ics-charter.org 

  
SCHEDULING EVENTS 
Mr. Nidiffer 
357.3770x1011 
dnidiffer@ics-charter.org 

 
HIGH SCHOOL 
357-3770 
 
PRESIDENT 
Mr. Ehrgott 
357-5359x100 
tehrgott@ics-charter.org 
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EASTSIDE SOCCER ASSOCIATION:  The spring registration for the recreational soccer league (U4–U19) 

will be held Monday, January 28
th

, at the Warren branch of the Indianapolis Public Library from 6:00 to 8:00 

p.m.  Additional information and forms can be found at the ESSA website (www.essasoccer.net), or you can 

call the ESSA hotline at 891-2200. 

 

P.E. GYMNASTICS:  ICS students have been working on gymnastics routines this week.  Thanks to the 

parents who visited to watch the demonstrations. 

 

BASKETBALL:  The ICS junior varsity team was runner-up in its league tournament.  Congratulations to all 

the players and parents, and thanks to our two volunteer parent coaches, Mr. Mike Gibson and Mr. Jeff 

Arnold.  Our program showed a lot of progress, and we had a number of very exciting games! 

 

VOLLEYBALL:  More than 30 students in 5
th

 through 8
th

 grade tried out for the ICS volleyball teams.  

Thanks to Mrs. McNeely and Mrs. Menden for coaching the students, and for making some tough decisions! 

 

There will be a volleyball jamboree next Friday at IPS #91, 5111 Evanston Avenue, beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

 

FROM MRS. MENDEN:  On Thursday, nine highly talented spellers competed for the honor of representing 

ICS at the Marion County South Regional Spelling Bee.  They were asked to spell words such as “mosque,” 

“orthodox,” “isosceles,” “rhododendron,” “gargantuan,” and “epidemiologist.”  The championship words were 

heliotropism and incandescence. Joe Ehrgott, a 7
th

 grader, was the champion of the competition. He will be 

competing on February 7th in the regional competition.  Anthony Sturdivant was the runner-up, and will serve 

as alternate.  

 

BSU SURVEY:  If you haven’t already taken the Ball State University survey, it will still be available next 

week in the small office behind the main-office area, all day, every day.  Please make sure you participate in 

this very important assessment. 

 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  The parent-led SAC is meeting this Monday, January 28
th

,  

at 6:30 p.m.  Business will include a vote by the SAC board on its legal and financial structure.  Please come 

to the meeting and be part of the ICS community! 
 

 

 MON 1/28 
(Red) 

TUES 1/29 
(Blue) 

WED 1/30 
(Red) 

THURS 1/31 
(Blue) 

FRI 2/1 
(Red) 

LUNCH 

Chicken Nuggets 
Corn 

Tropical Fruit 

Chili Dog 
Bun 

Oven Fries 
Pineapple 

BBQ Chix Leg 
Dinner Roll  

Broccoli 
Peaches 

Beef Stew 
On Biscuit 

Green Beans 
Pears 

Cheese Pizza 
Garden Salad 
Mixed Fruit 

EVENTS 

3:20:  Clubs 
5:00-6:00: 

Daisies 
6:00:  V-ball practice 

@ ICHS 
6:30:  SAC Meeting 

3:20:  Clubs 
6:00-7:30: 
Cub Scouts 

 

3:20:  Clubs 
6:00:  V-ball 

practice @ ICS 

 

3:20:  Clubs 
4:30ð6:00: 

Mr. Eôs Open Office 
6:30:  GS & Brownies 

3:20:  Clubs 
5:00-9:00: 

V-Ball Jamboree  
@ IPS #91 

5111 Evanston Ave. 

 

 LIGHTHOUSE LEADERS   
 

This recognition is tied to the daily character -

education  trait the school is currently  teaching :  

òExcellenceó 

KG Aaliyah B. Chloe S. 

1 Delaney L.L. Adriona B. 

2 Anna S. Anna W. 

3 Catherine A. Larenz A. 

4 Mason D. Kim H. 

5 Antonio A. Ian H. 

6 Robert C. Alexis M. 

7 Becca B. Austin H. 

8 Sean A. Violet G. 

SPOTLIGHT AWARD Allie B.M. 

 

Quote of the Week 

 

If it is not right, do not do it.  

If it is not true, do not say it.  
ü Marcus Aurelius  

_______ ____________ ______ _ 

http://www.essasoccer.net/

