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STORM, WHAT STORM? I wouldn’t be asking any of the weather forecasters in
town for help with your lottery selections, at least this week. What a whiff!

Just a reminder that the ICS is an independent school, so do not assume that we
follow any other school or school system. If we have a closing or a delay, we will
post it on our website (www.ics-charter.org), and then run it on the local television
stations and WIBC-FM. The most important factor in any decision is student safety.

Please note: If you do not receive the newsletter by e-mail, you also won’t receive
weather alerts. Send your e-mail address to tehrgott@ics-charter.org.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAM: Each day in February, all ICS classes
will receive a question involving black history and a clue to the answer. Each class
will work together to find the answer to the clue and submit their answer to Mr.
Ballard by the end of the day. Classes will earn points for each correct answer.
Questions will include famous African Americans in local, regional, and national
history; people of all races who were involved in civil rights; local points of interest
involving black history, including in Irvington; or historical events that relate to black
history. A class can earn bonus points if a student and his or her family visits one of
the local points of interest, brings back some proof of visiting the site, and then shares
with the class what he or she learned.

At the end of the month, the classes with the most points will earn prizes. Our plan is
for the grand prize to be a field trip to the National Underground Railroad Freedom
Center in Cincinnati, Ohio, though we are still working out the details. (The Freedom
Center offers two-hour, age-appropriate tours for all ICS grades. For more
information, go to: www.freedomcenter.org/.)

PROGRESS REPORTS: Progress reports for 7" and 8" grades will be sent home
Monday. Please sign and return them by Wednesday, February 6™,

MARKET DAY NEWS: If you order three cookie-dough items this month, you will
receive a FREE six-pack of Nesquik Low-Fat Chocolate Milk. Market Day Cookie
Dough is available in seven different varieties. The dough is in buttons that go
conveniently from your freezer to the oven, so you can bake just a few or a whole
batch as necessary.

We have a short turn-around for Market Day this month, so Internet orders are due by
noon on Wednesday, February 6™. If you have any questions, please call Michele
Emery at 965-5877.

HEALTHY SMILES of Indiana is visiting the ICS on Thursday, February 21*.
Healthy Smiles is a local nonprofit that provides children with site exams, cleanings,
X-rays, fluoride, and sealants. If you would like your child to participate in this
program, and he or she has not had a routine cleaning in the last six months, please
ask the ICS office or nurse for a registration form.

VOLLEYBALL: The ICS volleyball teams begin their season tonight with a
jamboree at IPS #91, 5111 Evanston Avenue. ICS plays at 7:30 and 7:50 p.m. (We
should thank 91 for their hospitality not only tonight, but for hosting the basketball
jamborees the last couple of years, and for being such good hosts and sports when we
have played games in their facilities.)

VALENTINE DAY PARTIES: Room parties will be held on Thursday afternoon,
February 14™. Room parents will be contacting you asking for assistance!
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MY SPACE AND THE WEB: As useful and important a tool as the Internet is, it also comes with some very
concerning features, including the websites “My Space” and “Facebook.” While these sites describe themselves
with words such as “social utility” and “forum” and “communities,” they also have become tools for young
people to express frustration and even anger towards each other.

Here’s a story to show what can happen: Sue and Jane have a disagreement at school. They each go home that
night and post their versions (which, surprisingly, disagree) on their “My Space” pages. Their friends from
school, knowing there is some controversy, go onto the site and review what has been posted.

Now, this is all happening while this group of friends are “instant-messaging” each other, discussing what has
happened and been posted, taking sides, and, perhaps, stirring the pot. This can go on for hours, and each
exchange can make things seem worse than the incident at school (remember the “telephone game™?).

So, 8:00 a.m. rolls around, and these two students and their Web friends arrive at our doorstep, in some
combination mad at each other. Suddenly, classes are disrupted, there can be arguments in the hallway, and
Mrs. Harmeyer and Mr. Ballard are suddenly meeting with half-a-dozen students.

Worse, one of the students shows us what is posted on the Internet, and, because it is threatening, we are forced
to not only call parents, but also the police. Bullying on the Web has become an epidemic!

Web users, young and adult, do not realize how harsh the written word can be, and how it takes on a life of its
own. If you are talking with someone face to face, you have the benefit of voice tone, body language, and
gestures. On the Web, there is none of that.

| am writing this because it is becoming a bigger and bigger issue at not only our school, but everywhere. We
deal with an incident at least once a week.

So, please, if your child has a social-networking account, monitor not only what he or she is posting, but also
what is being written back to them. And keep your computer in a common area where you can observe activity.

BSU SURVEY: : If you haven’t already taken the Ball State University survey, it will
still be available next week in the small office behind the main-office area, all day, every
day. Please make sure you participate in this very important assessment.
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This recognition is tied to the  daily character -
education trait the school is currently  teaching : Quote of the Week
OExcellence 6
KG Noah Wilson Maddi Hammond NOW, THISFORECAST IS RIGHT!
1 Isabelle Moore Lindsay Tyler
2 Aaron Arnold Alex Lepsky Weather forecas t for tonight: dark.
3 Hunter Mead John Preston Continued dark overnight, with widely
4 Sam Barnard John CartoHenriquez d liaht by mornin
5 Anzley Holt Deirdre Smith scattered light by 9 )
6 Beth Anne Huggler Chris Rudicel ~ George Cariin
7 Chad Mitchell Will Smith
8 Ashlyn Carter D.J. Turner
SPOTLIGHT AWARD Courtney Conner
MON 2/4 TUES 2/5 WED 2/6 THURS 2/7 FRI 2/8
(Blue) (Red) (Blue) (Red) (Blue)
Turkey Corn Do BBQRIbl¢ ChixPatty Nachosv/Meat Pepperomitizza
LUNCH| Glazed Carrots Corn Mashed Potato¢ Mixed Vegetable Garden Salad
Mixed Fruit Peaches Pineapple Pears Peaches
3:20: Clubs 3:20: Clubs 3:20: Clubs 3:20: Clubs 3:20: Clubs
5:00-6:00: Daisies 6:00-7:30: Cub 6:00: Varsity V 4:3006:00: 5:30: V-Ball @ CFI #2
6:00: VarsityV-ball Scouts ball practice Mr . E6s 725 N. New Jersey
practice 6:00: JV Vball 6:00: JV Woall
EVENTS  7:00: Irvington practice practice
Terrace Crime Wal 6:00: 6:30: GS & Brownie
@ ICHS ICS Board of 7:15-8:00: V-ball
Directors Meetin( Skill3d & 4)
@ICHS




