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BLACK HISTORY MONTH ALL-SCHOOL CONVOCATION: Closing
ceremonies for our observation of Black History month will take place during an all-
school convocation on Thursday, February 28, at 9 a.m. in the ICS Gym. ICS Board
member Barato Britt has arranged three special guest speakers: the Rev. Tom Brown,
son of Andrew J. Brown; the Rev. Glen Clarkson, civil rights activist during the
1960s and also marched in Memphis, Tenn., in solidarity with garbage workers
shortly after Martin Luther King was assassinated; and Derek King, nephew of Martin
Luther King Jr.

Our special guests will each speak for 5-10 minutes and answer questions, then stay
for the presentations of class and MVP winners of the Black History Month contest.

Of note, Mr. Britt visited the ICS Friday morning and read the Black History Month
“Question of the Day” over the school intercom system.

The level of ICS staff and student participation in this year’s Black History Month has
been very impressive. We invite parents to please join us during the convocation next
Thursday as together we celebrate this important cultural awareness program.

BAND SOLO AND ENSEMBLE NIGHT: After successful performances by
Ashlyn C. and Michael A. last month at the District Solo and Ensemble Festival, the
7" and 8" Grade Band is hosting its own event. You’re invited to come see our
students shine as they perform the solos and small ensembles they have been working
on throughout this quarter. The 7" and 8" Grade Band Solo and Ensemble Night will
take place February 28, 2008, at 6:30 p.m. in the ICS Gym.

On Saturday, January 26, Ashlyn and Michael participated in the District Solo and
Ensemble Festival held at Raymond Park Middle School. Each practiced and
performed his/her own solo for the festival. On Saturday, both Ashlyn and Michael
earned a Gold Rating in their division for their performances.

ICS 2008 SYMPHONY IN COLOR CONTEST FINALISTS Congratulations to
2nd grader Piper N. and 3rd grader Alex U., finalists in the 2008 Symphony in Color
Contest! Approximately 29,000 students across Indiana participated in this annual
event sponsored by the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. Art teachers may submit
only six entries from each school to be entered in the competition. This year, 1SO
received 597 entries from 103 schools, representing 27 counties in Indiana. From
those 597 entries, 100 finalists were chosen to be featured in a special exhibit shown
March 29-May 11 at the Indiana State Museum. We are pleased to announce our own
Piper and Alex claimed two of those spots!

Just 36 Blue Ribbon Winners are selected annually from those 100 finalists. Alex
Urbanek is a 2008 Blue Ribbon Winner. (This is the second year in a row that ICS has
produced a Blue Ribbon Winner in this contest.) Feb. 22, his artwork will be on
display at the Stutz Building, home to some of Indianapolis’ best known artists. Also,
Alex’s artwork will be on exhibit February 25-March 24 at the Oval Promenade
Gallery of the Hilbert Circle Theatre, home of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra,
where he will be honored at a special tea.

In addition to these students, ISO tells us the following entrants from our school are
also considered “winners” and will be awarded special certificates for Exemplary
Participation this year: Hayley L. (1% grade), Cara P. (3" grade), Shelby C. (4"
grade), Jessica F. (5" grade), Devin E. (6" grade).

SAC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT: The School Advisory Counsel will hold its
monthly meeting on Monday, February 25, at 6:30 p.m. in the ICS Gym. All ICS
parents are welcome!
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SCIENCE FAIR: The ICS 2008 Science Fair was a great success! All 4™ 5™ and 6" graders participated and
presented their projects to their classmates. Afterward, on Friday, Feb. 15, the projects were on display in the

ICS Gym and judged by ICS teachers and volunteers from Eli Lilly & Company.

And the winners are:

Grand Champions: Sarah M. and Grant D.
6" Grade Champions: Sara and Grant

5" Grade Champion: Will C.
4™ Grade Champion: Betsy N.

Congratulations to all our award winners and to all ICS students who participated in this year’s event!

POWERSCHOOL ACCESS TO BE GIVEN TO ICS PARENTS NEXT WEEK: ICS staff members have been using
PowerSchool, an award-winning web-based K-12 student information system, since the beginning of the current quarter.

Now we’re ready to make it available to you.

Nearly 40 ICS parent volunteers tested the program for a month and provided our PowerSchool project team
with plenty of useful feedback. Thanks to them, we were able to make the appropriate adjustments so that the
greater community of ICS parents will benefit from the program and enjoy a smooth user experience.

We will be sending a parent letter home with ICS students next Friday, February 29, with your unique username
and password that will allow you to access PowerSchool and check your child’s grades and attendance in real
time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You will also have access to teachers’ email addresses and a daily bulletin

of school events.

2007-08 ENROLLMENT IS OPEN: Friends or family who are interested in enrolling in either the elementary
or high school may apply to the lottery until the end of the month. Please note: The lottery closes promptly at at
11:59 p.m. on Friday, February 29, 2008. Applications are available at the office, or on-line at www.ics-

charter.org. Remember, you do not have to re-apply for a current ICS student!!!
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3 Tayler W. Austin V. -- B.F. Skinner
4 Max F. Jakob H.
5 Ricky S. Alyssa M.
6 Sarah M. Shane C.
7 Chyanne G. Will S.
8 Ashley B. Dylan H.
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